Profile of The Regional Ambassador of The Atlantic South Region 


Neal Nightingale - Regional Ambassador
Neal Nightingale has been active in the sports world for over 65 years. His past experiences include an extensive variety of sports involvement, both in thesports participation and sports education arena.

Neal has won championships by himself, as well as with fellow team players, through competition in Football, Basketball, Tennis, Lawn Bowling and Pickleball. He has won State Championships in Pickleball Men’s Singles and Doubles and holds the title of World Champion in both Men’s Single’s and Doubles Pickleball. He is a four time World Champion.

Neal was Pickleball Club President at Sun City Center in 2004 showing his great fondness and dedication to the sport of Pickleball.

Neal was involved in the Tennis world, winning the 4.0 Tournament in Tennis at Naples Bath and Tennis Club and playing with U.S. Open and Australian Champions, such as Neale Fraser. Neal has shared the Tennis Club Champions title with Tucker Smith at the Sun City Center Racquet Club and Neal also held the Club Champion in Lawn Bowling in 2000 at Sun City Center.

Neal’s fond memories of baseball include not only the pitching of a perfect game but also include hitting the winning home run for the All Star Game.

Neal’s coaching expertise drove his Toledo, Ohio Basketball team to the State Championship. He coached Women’s Softball teams, and was a successful and beloved coach to his high school Tennis Team.

Neal’s background as a teacher and Physical Education Coordinator in the Michigan City, Indiana school system included writing the Physical Education Curriculum. This was written to enhance the reading readiness program while emphasizing hand-eye co-ordination for his physical education students. 

With respect to his mandate with the USAPA, Neal states, "to show leadership of the highest quality in not only working with all Ambassadors, but to make every attempt to encourage and give assistance in every way possible in the execution of their activities. Now, my time as Regional Ambassador, to my knowledge, has no time limit. When they feel I should be replaced, I shall accept it gracefully. We have some awfully good Ambassadors in our region. A number of them would do a great job as R.A." This quote says an awful lot about Neal's dedication to the USAPA and his unselfish dedication to the game of pickleball.

Neal has been giving clinics for most of his six years in Pickleball, and has loved every minute. These workshops gave participants the ability to improve their skills and all players have progressed to a higher playing level. Neal has always shown all Pickleball players, especially newbies, respect, patience and great kindness in learning the game of Pickleball. Neal often plays with new players giving them guidance and tips on learning the game, while building confidence. He states, "It is very rewarding to see the progress of all players"

Neal’s list of accomplishments, his true dedication to the game of Pickleball, and his great desire to help others learn the game, make him an excellent Regional Ambassador.

